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Recalling the remarkable career of a
son of Gaspesia as Professor and Dean
of Law, Laval University, as Member of
the Legislative Assembly of Québec for
Gaspé, as Cabinet Minister and Premier
of Québec, and as Judge of the Superior

Court and Court of King's Bench.
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‘hough the generation that mew Horatio alger as the nersonification
cf "the local voy +ho makes £004" nas given way to one <uned into the
exploits of Zuperman and the neroics of Star Adars, toth would tend to
agree that the scenario of this recall, the extraordinary career of
a Caspesian fisherman's son who rose to be Fremier of Juébec, isg
dtterly fanciful. That <re 1ife of that zon of Gaspesia, Zdmund CJames
“lynn, would lead him from his home in the village of Fercé, through
posts of ever increasing responsibility and distinction to that of
Premier of Québec is surely worthy of honour in his native land. In
attempting to recall his long, eventful career, GASPE CF YESTERDAY is
very aware that to do it justice a biographical volume would be
cequired. It can only be hoped that the highlights of the Edmund
James Flynn's accomplishments in Law, Politics and on the Bench,

presented here, will provide inducement to the reader to make a more

detailed study and gain greater insight into the life and time of

this distinguished Gaspesian.

FAMILY BACKGROUND

Edmund James Flynn was born at Percé in 1847, son of James and
Elizabeth Tostevin Flynn. The family names of Flynn and Tostevin

were well-known and of long-standing in Gaspesia. When the Caspé

Land Claims Commission held hearing in Gaspesia in 1819-20. Mre




> euger Tostevin, & family with deep Caspesian rocte == noted In
Eheun) DS SRR SRS R VRN T U S 0S L CcouslA, CF .TE. .erien .0UrE.
SDUCATICH

Tt is evident that Jdmund James lynn was & Lzd 27 unusual
sromise In  7is native ferce Trom the decision <7 his parents,
made. cdoubtless, >t 2 consideratle saerifice, . to g=2nd him away
“or secondary snd callsge educaticn zt the rencvned .eminaire ce
‘Utben, 5 studiecs <here won for nim sdmissies 30 Laval nivereity,
located *then in the 2ld walled city of Zuébec. e craduated Irom

Laval's “aculty of _aw.

ZARLY CAREE:

The landmark year of Confederation, 1867, found Zdmund James
Flynn as the Secretary-Treasurer of the muncipality of Fercé. Trom
1867 to 1869 he also held several responsible Court posts in
Gaspesia - as Assistant Registrar, assistant Prothonotary and
Assistant Clerk of the Court of Queen's Bench. He also served as
Registrar of the Circuit Court. The experience that he gained and

the wide con<tacts that he made with his fellow Gaspesians would

prove to be invaluable to his future political career in the District

of Gaspé.

In 1873 he was admitted to the Québec Bar. His legal practice,
pased in Québec City, would be, successively, as partner in the
Law firms of REMILLARD AND FLYNN; DROUIN, FLYNN AND GOSSELIN;:

FLYNN AND FLYNN. His practice of Law would extend over more than



In may,1875, a2t .jotre Zame -hurch, .uébec, iuzustine Jote, the
daughter of Augustin [8t8, proprietor of the JCURNAL 3= JUEzEn and
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nis wife, Zmilie Lemieux, becane the tride of Zdmund James TLAn.

Moze than three cZecades later, after +the death £ nis first wife.

9]
ne married again with .larie Soulict, .'idow of the late Zugéne

zlotensky. This marrlage took place in iontreal in vanuary, 19212
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The career of Zdmund James flynn was such a full and complex one
in terms of his activity in a number of ™fectiocns that the following

attempt is made to present its higrlights, chronologically, in

tabular form:

1874......... Assistant Professor of Law, Laval University

Secretary of the Faculty of Law. 1874-1880.
1875.44v4v0.. Liberal candidate for election in Gaspé. Defeated.
18774¢40vev.. Liberal candidate for election in Gaspé. Defeated.

1878..¢44¢... Awarded a Doctorate in Law by Laval University,.
Professor of Roman Law, Laval University. 1878-1927
Elected as Liberal Member of Legislative Assembly for

Gaspé, succeeding the Hon. Dr. Fortin.

1879¢ceeeess With four colleagues, Members of the Assembly, joined

the Conservative Party ranks - a move that caused the
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1892.IIHOI

1896, .00
1897 cceves
1899 ccessns
1900cesens
1907 ¢ceven

1908......

“ommissioner » Zailways in the Zabinet of “he _onservative
Jovernment of %he Xon. John Jones “oss - 1284-1886,

=slicitor-Jenetal in the ZCabinets sf Fremiers -oss and

Sommissioner for Crown _ands in the Zabinet gf =the “Zon.

charles Zoucher de Zoucherville - 1391-1%92. .
Appointed as a iiember of the Council of Laval University,

in which he served from 1891 to 1927.

Wion election as lMember for Gaspé and Matane. Zesigned his

matane seat in the same year.

Was Commissioner for Crown Lands and Receiver-General in
the Cabinets of Hon. Boucher de Eoucherville and HEon. Louis

Olivier Taillon - 1892-1896.

PREMIER OF QUEBEC AND COMMISSIONER FOR FUBLIC WORKS.
Re-elected as Member in Gaspé€.

Named Queen's Counsel - Q.C.

Elected as lMember for Nicolet.

Chosen as BiAtonnier of the Québec Zar. Served 1907-1909

Pederal Conservative candidate in Gaspé. Defeated.
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1914...... Appointed as Judge of the Superiocr Court for the District

of ZTeauce - served 1914-1920.
1915...... ~ppointed as Jean of Iaw, aval University - 1915-1921.
Named as a Zovernor of Laval University - 9L 5-1927,
1220...... appointed as Judge of the Zourt of “ing's Zench. Served

in that high post for the next seven years.

1927.4400.. Jied at québec on June 7th., 1927 in his £0th vear,

Zdmund James Flyan was known to his contemporaries as a sage
scholar, a judicious administrator »f public affairs, a conscientious
politician, and a man who ever promoted the welfare of his country
and, in particular, his native District of Gaspé. He had great mental
qualities and his clearsightedness was enhanced by his power of
decision and action. He is remembered as a superb debater in the
Legislative Assembly where he served so long and well. “rom the time
of his maiden speech in the House, that won for him the attention
and praise of the Press of the time, he was marked for greatness.

Abcve all, he was known as a man who was prepared to stand or fall

by his honest, personal convictions.

As the life and career of Edmund Edward Flynn coincided, for the
most part, with the era known zas Victorian, it seems fitting to

conclude this recall with the following extract from IN MEMORIAN
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T¢ ZLUTCH THE GCLDEN *EYS

RIGHTY STATE'S DECRIEES

AND CHAPZ THME 'WHISPER CF THE THRONE

AND IIOVING
ZECCVES ON
THE FILLAR
THE CENTER

PP TROM HICH T0 HIGHE
TORTUNE'S CROWNING SLOPE
C¥ A PEQPLES® HOPE

OP A STATE'S DESIRE:..."
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